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Rudd slams asylum door

Alghan, Sri Lankan asylum
seekers left in visa limbo

By KATHARINE MURPHY
and MICHELLE GRATTAN

ALL asylum seckers arriving from Sri
Lanka el Alghamisian will ge i
]illllll) fi:lr I |1FL'I' Ton 1% II|I:I|||]'|!\ I||||:1L'T d
dramatic toughening of Australia’s
border protection policies aimed at
|'|,|r||1r'|,u_; thee bscsars,

sri Lankans will not be processed
for at least three months while
.-".1’;.3'|1:1||~ sl faee @ wann of an least six
mueniths, as the government flagged
that people from these countries will
faee @ el toughaer bantle Tor eniry

Immigration Minister Chris Pvans
said the shift coincided with the LN
High Comvmissioner for Hefuogees
reviewing its guide lines.

But Opposition  Leader Tony
Abbsant Brandesd yesterday's mrove an
“ehection fix™ thar weild oot stop the
Linats,

The pelicy reversal, which jeimn-
sens Labors clection pledge o pro-
ress amrivals quickly, was announeed
vestenday by Senator Fvans, Foreign

blinister Stephen Smith amd Home
AlTairs Minister Brendian C'Connor.

Senator Evans insisted the govern-
menl was nol abandoning s
Bumanitarian pranciples, “People
arem't being denied their right o seck
asylurr, Dot s been suspended,” hie
s, “I's humane ecanse peaple
will s1ill hiwe aceess 1o consideration
ol their relugee status, they will still
boee vreantesal witl ligminy sl treated as
hummnan heings.”

But refugee and human righis
groups condemmed the move and
sofne experts questionsd whether
the changes would breach the LN
Resfugees Copeenition.

Falice have Dbeen |||,'|||||!.|,'|| I
Christmas Islawd in anticipation of
troulle as asyvium seckers react to the
new  regime. Detention Tacilivies
an the island are overllowing.

Peaple already on Christmas
Island will not be hit by the crack-
dhown aned a boar carrving alwou 70
peaple ntereepied on Thursday has
also escaped the new rules. People

Promn that vessel — which sank —
were heing ferried 1o Christmas
Island yesterday.

Australian Human Righis Com-
mission president Cathy Branson,
(e, said the suspension could result
ien the ingdefinane detention of asylum
seokers, "ill-:'|I|||i||:._l; familics and
children already in distress”,

Heligzes Tawyer David Manne said
thar placing asylum seckers in linhe
was worse than granting them tem-
pramry profection visas, as e fomner
coalition government did. * I appears
tex b s funsdamental betrayal of the
government s own detention refonns,
which promised a prohihition on
atrbitrary and inhumane deteniion,”

Bassina Farbenldom, dircetor of
thie University of Mow South Wales's
migrant and relugee rights project
said: “Ausrala will be violating s
international obligations o detain
people for the minimum necessary
period, and honesty s merally
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Rudd backflip slams asylum seeker door

A From PAGE 1

absharrent.” Bt Prime Biniscer
Kevin  Ruddd  defended  the
rl TENER 5 1S DACeSSITY 10 Creale
deterrent, “The comlsined efeet
of this suspension and the
chianging  circumstances  in
these two countries will mwean
that more asyvlum seckers from
Sri Lamka s Afighanis tan will
Lo refusend,” e saia.

S0 far this year 38 hoats hawe
artived. senator Esans insisted
e e poliey wis widlnin Aiis-
tritlia's obligations under the LN
refugess convention,

He  admbned

1hi |||::-| Y

sl not g an carly ened 1o
Lroat zurrival s and signalled preo-
gl sl Doeaeeesimmesdaned an
the mainland as necessan: Bin
foture unauthorised  arrivals
sent to the mainland will still
D resiricted legal righis due
res their initial arcival offshiore,
M Simith said Haeara people
Fromn Alghanistan were safer
now il Sri Lankea wies wilness-
ing a padinentary election,
But the Departmeni of For-
vign  Aflnire  websile  save
Aahianistan is exiremwely dan-
werons, withe a "high threat of
terrorist altack” and Sri Lanka
rennai ns in e ste of energeney,

with a “wolatile” security situ-
atiom. Mr Smith admitied Aus-
tralia “may wall be™ the first
conniry e suspaend applications
Tromn Algh anistzn.

Sarnator Evirns gawe noo guar-
antees on whether the SLSPE-
sions woenld e lifted afier
reviews at the end of the three
miihs and sin mondbs, 1IF the
suspension was liflec, the gov-
ernment “would then seek to
process their asylum claims”

The LN High Conmission
Tor Befugees is reviewing eonmili-
tien= in Lol countries. with AP




